
Demonstrations and Illustrated Talks 
 
A demonstration teaches a skill by the “show how” method. Posters or equivalent visual 
aids are used to enhance the teaching process. The posters or visual aids will include at 
least a title, materials, process, and summary. 
 
An illustrated talk teaches a concept or skill that would be impractical to demonstrate in 
a classroom setting.  Posters or equivalent visual aids should include at least an 
introduction/title card, information card, and a summary card. Models or other visual aids 
can be used to enhance the presentation. 
 
An individual presentation is delivered by one speaker. A team presentation is 
delivered by up to three speakers. Team members should divide work and speaking 
parts equally. An uneven distribution of work or speaking parts will impact the scoring of 
the “Presentation” skill.  
 
The presentation can range in length from three minutes for an individual primary 
presentation to 15 minutes for a senior individual or team presentation. The complexity 
of the topic, and the age of participants should dictate the appropriate length.  
 
Each presentation should have clearly identifiable sections including an introduction, 
main body, and conclusion.  Speakers are strongly encouraged to relate the 
presentation to their current 4-H project work or 4-H activities.  If the speaker is 
questioned concerning the relation of the presentation to a 4-H activity and the 
presentation is not based on a 4-H activity, the speaker should connect the presentation 
to a club or project based 4-H presentation program. School assignments are not 
appropriate subjects for presentations. 
 
The work areas of the presentation should be used to the speaker’s best advantage.  
Product labels should be limited to generic names and product names should be 
covered.  Elevation boards and mirrors may be used by the speaker to enhance the 
visibility of the work area. 
 
Handing out flyers and samples should not cause a distraction to other presentations.  
Refer to the room host for an appropriate time for the distribution 
 
Speakers may not use notes.  Posters should provide any necessary prompting.   
 
Judges may ask questions in this format. 
 
 
 



4-H Presentation Evaluation 
(Demonstration and Illustrated Talks Including Scientific) 

 
 

Date: _____________ 
 
Member Name: _______________________________ Age: _______ Grade: ________ 
Member Name: _______________________________ Age: _______ Grade: ________ 
Member Name: _______________________________ Age: _______ Grade: ________ 

 
County: _________________________ Title: __________________________________ 
 
 Level 1 (1 point) Level 2 (2 points) Level 3 (3 points) Level 4 (4 points) Points  

Topic Topic is too 
challenging or 
easy for speaker's 
skill level. 

Topic could be more 
challenging for 
speaker. 

Topic is appropriate 
for speaker’s age 
and skill level 

Topic is challenging 
for speaker’s age 
and skill level. 

 

Subject 
Knowledge 

Not enough 
information is 
present to judge 
speaker’s 
knowledge. 

Adequate knowledge 
of subject is 
demonstrated. 

In-depth knowledge 
of subject is 
demonstrated 

Full subject 
knowledge (more 
than required) is 
demonstrated 

 

Presentation More practice and 
creativity are 
needed to keep 
audience interest. 

Presentation is clear 
and adequate. 

Presentation is 
skillful and creative. 

Presentation is 
highly creative, 
artistic, and 
accomplished. 

 

Voice Volume, 
pronunciation or 
vocal variation 
need improvement 

Voice and language 
are adequate for the 
delivery of the 
presentation. 

Voice and language 
are skillful and 
effective. 

Volume, tone, 
inflection, timing 
and language are 
used to enhance 
presentation. 

 

Manner and 
Appearance 

Appearance, body 
language or 
gestures need 
improvement. 

Appearance and 
mannerisms are 
appropriate.      

Appearance and 
mannerisms are  
presented with  
businesslike conduct 
and style  

Appearance and 
mannerisms are 
presented with 
professional 
demeanor and 
personal style. 

 

Visual 
Clarity 

Visual aids not 
clear or work area 
unorganized. 

Visual aids and work 
area are clear and 
organized 

Visual aids and work 
area are well 
organized and 
effective. 

Visual aids and 
work area 
organization 
creates a unified 
and visually 
cohesive 
presentation. 

 

Questions More practice 
needed to answer 
questions 

Questions answered 
or handled when 
unable to provide 
answers. 

Skillful answers to 
questions and 
relates them to the 
presentation 
purpose. 

Questions are used 
to extend the 
teaching of the 
presentation. 

 

Total Points __________

 
 
Judge’s Name: ________________________________ County: ________________ 
 
Judge’s Signature: ____________________________ 
 
Comments: 
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